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Advisory
Statement

2025 - 2026 State Policy Book

The purpose of this document is to provide VGPA
members with guidance on policy issues that
may affect producers in the grain industry. This
book is not a comprehensive list of all local, state,
or federal issues, nor does it prohibit VGPA from
advocating on behalf of issues outside of this
document.

This document has been thoroughly reviewed
and approved by the VGPA Board of Directors on
June 25, 2025.

If you have questions regarding any of the issues
set forth in this book, please contact:

Taylor Hubbard
Government Affairs and Member Relations
(804) 426-4070
Taylor.Hubbard@VirginiaGrains.com



Land

VGPA Supports

Use

VGPA supports a localities ability to make land use planning and zoning
decisions. 

VGPA supports legislation that takes into account effects of data centers and
utility-scale solar facilities on agricultural resources.

VGPA supports continued research on the effects of utility-scale solar on
agricultural resources, including, but not limited to; loss of agricultural land,
disposal of panels, and soil health.

VGPA supports the application of safe, state regulated bio-solids on farmland
and the ability to for farmers to test bio-solids prior to application.

VGPA Opposes
VGPA opposes legislation that removes the right of localities to make local land
use decisions in favor of state authority.

VGPA opposes construction of data centers on agricultural land.

VGPA opposes any requirement for a solar development with the construction of
a new data center.

VGPA opposes the assessed value of agricultural lands increasing based on a
speculation that the land could house a solar facility.

VGPA opposes localities using eminent domain to provide land, water, or
electricity to data centers.

VGPA opposes any foreign country from owning Virginia farmland.



VGPA Supports

Education

VGPA supports the Future Farmers of America (FFA) organization in K-12 public
schools and the presence of at least one FFA instructor in each public Virginia
high school.

VGPA supports programs in public schools, like Ag in the Classroom and 4-H to
help educate youth on the agricultural industry.

VGPA supports curriculum in colleges, community colleges, or trade schools that
advance the grain industry.

VGPA supports the establishment of the Virginia Commission for Agricultural
Education Excellence to work on addressing workforce development in the
agricultural sector.

VGPA supports additional programs that prioritize professional development for
future farmers.

VGPA supports the Virginia Cooperative Extension program and the services
they help provide to grain producers statewide.

VGPA supports funding for Virginia Tech Agricultural Research Stations and any
programs that help disseminate research data.

VGPA supports agricultural-based career and technical education (CTE)
programs, in addition to legislation that helps place agricultural-industry
professionals in CTE teaching positions.



VGPA Supports

Agricultural
Funding

VGPA supports achieving water quality goals by means of a partnership between
the Commonwealth and private producers through the means of voluntary cost
share programs.

VGPA supports full funding of best management practices (BMPs) in the Virginia
state budget to achieve accomplishment of conservation practices.

VGPA supports allocation of cost share program funds to local soil and water
conservation boards in order for that funding to be dispersed to producers.

VGPA supports the full staffing of USDA local county offices and acknowledges
the positive impact that they have on agriculture.

VGPA supports the work of VDACS marketing and any effort to promote Virginia-
based agricultural goods.

VGPA supports initiatives that educate the agricultural industry on programs that
help implement conservation easements in an effort to encourage greater
participation.

VGPA supports efforts to expand demand for corn and small grains domestically
and within the Commonwealth.

VGPA supports expanded efforts to study grain and market projections by
institutions of higher learning so that these studies can be widely disseminated
amongst the agricultural community.

VGPA supports allocation of funds to enhancing rural infrastructure.



VGPA Supports

Environmental

VGPA supports a system that fully accounts for all best management practices
that have been implemented.

VGPA supports a new Chesapeake Bay Agreement that addresses shifting in
Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) limits to reflect today’s needs.

VGPA supports research to look at the reliability of modeling data in regards to
Chesapeake Bay water quality.

VGPA supports making active farmers the majority on all Soil and Water
Conservation Boards.

VGPA supports the labeling of invasive plant species.

VGPA Opposes
VGPA opposes any efforts to require pesticide applicators to notify adjacent
landowners prior to application.



VGPA Supports

Tax

VGPA supports grant funding awarded to an agricultural LLC be treated as tax
exempt to individual owners.

VGPA supports the land use tax valuation.

VGPA supports the state incentivizing localities to implement a land use tax
structure.

VGPA supports the conservation easement tax credit.

VGPA supports localities taxing property that is under a conservation easement
at the land use assessment rate whether the county uses a land use assessment
tax or not.

VGPA supports legislation that would allow producers to sell agricultural
products direct to consumers without paying sales tax.

VGPA supports tax incentives to domestic organizations that produce
agricultural applications (fertilizer, agricultural chemicals, etc.).

VGPA Opposes
VGPA opposes the reinstatement of Virginia’s Estate Tax.

VGPA opposes the eligibility of utility-scale solar facilities for land use
assessment tax.

VGPA opposes any allocation from check-off funds to Virginia’s general fund.

VGPA opposes tax on gasoline or diesel for offroad use.



VGPA Supports

Transportation

VGPA supports legislation that allocates funds to rural infrastructure of roads and
bridges to better allow for the passage of farm equipment.

VGPA supports the ability for farm owners to travel within a 75-mile radius, even if that
means crossing state lines to states that border Virginia.

VGPA supports expanding the farm use mile limit for trips to haul seed, fertilizer, and
other farm supplies if the producer is traveling to and from the supplier.

VGPA supports exempting unlicensed farm equipment from the personal property tax.

VGPA supports expanding educational sites for CDL to rural environments to allow for
easier means of obtaining the permit.

VGPA supports an efficient CDL application process for individuals willing to complete a
“behind the wheel” type program earlier in the process.

VGPA supports CDL exemptions for farm employees transporting grain within a 150-
mile radius.

VGPA supports any VDOT initiatives that assist motor vehicles in passing slow-moving
farm equipment.

VGPA supports increased verbiage on public roadways in rural environments
highlighting the possibility of slow-moving equipment.

VGPA supports the maintenance and expansion of Virginia’s railways to improve the
movement of grain.

VGPA Opposes
VGPA opposes any abuse to the farm use program by entities outside of the
agriculture community.



VGPA Supports

Renewable
Fuels

VGPA supports a nationwide shift from E10 to E15.

VGPA supports expanding on Synthetic Aviation Fuel (SAF) and any tax credits
for airlines who utilize the biofuel.

VGPA supports the 45Z tax credit for both SAF and ethanol produced for
roadway use.

VGPA Opposes
VGPA opposes any Electric Vehicle (EV) mandate with a deadline in the next
fifteen years.

VGPA opposes any effort to restrict gasoline or diesel-powered engines on
agricultural lands in Virginia.



VGPA Supports

Labor

VGPA supports local, state, and federal policy that benefit a skilled and
affordable workforce, including legal migrant workers, for farm employers to
consider.

VGPA supports farm work exemptions from Virginia’s minimum wage legislation.

VGPA supports the ability for youth to work on farm operations given they are
operating within a healthy and safe working condition.

VGPA supports the H-2A program being moved from the US Department of
Labor to the USDA.

Local
VGPA Supports

VGPA supports localities conducting public business on all issues affecting a
community, including, land use or tax.

VGPA supports farm structure exemptions from statewide building code.

VGPA supports a locality being the sole decision maker on land use planning
decisions.

VGPA supports the Right to Farm Act and its assurance that farmers are able to
produce their product without unreasonable restriction or regulation.



VGPA Supports

Governmental
Oversight

VGPA supports funding for purposes to increase awareness for mental health
and workplace safety within the agricultural industry.

VGPA supports employment within VDACS to assist farmers on training related
to mental health and workplace safety.

VGPA supports assisting first generation farmers, including, higher loan limits
and lower interest rates offered by FSA for this demographic.

VGPA supports any effort by the USDA to increase reliability of harvest data,
including, moving data collection to after the harvest timeframe.

VGPA supports agricultural representation on any committee that may formulate
regulation on the farming community.

VGPA supports “right to repair” legislation.

VGPA supports VDACS having a standard for the falling number on wheat.


